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Frequently Asked Questions

Option 1: 
Traditional, On-Campus Learning

The student reports to the school 
campus daily. If a student has to be out 
due to quarantine OR if a campus has to 
temporarily close due to COVID-19, the 
student temporarily switches to online 
learning and returns to campus when 
healthy.

• On-campus and attends their regular 
school

• Quality in-person instruction delivered by 
a teacher 

• Classrooms socially distanced to the 
extent possible

• Strategies in place to mitigate the spread

If the student has to temporarily switch to 
online learning:

• Remains enrolled in the same class with 
the same teacher(s)

• Participates virtually (assignments 
graded)

• Returns to school when healthy/when 
school reopens

Option 2: 
Online, At-Home Learning

The student participates in all courses in 
an online format.

• Courses online using ALSDE approved 
curriculum

• Students expected to work 
independently and take ownership of 
their learning

• Assignments and tests will be rigorous 
and graded

• Elective and advanced options may be 
limited

• May still participate in athletics/
extracurricular activities

• Will still participate in ALSDE required 
assessments

NOTE: It is important for students, parents, 
teachers, and other staff members to understand 
that the Return to School Plan is contingent upon 
the level of community spread in Lauderdale 
County. Changes to the plan may occur pending 
new information from the Center for Disease 
Control, Alabama Department of Public Health, 
Governor Kay Ivey’s Office, and Alabama State 
Department of Education.



Will school campuses be open for traditional, on-campus instruction? 
Yes. Schools will reopen for students on August 17, 2020. There will also be online, at-home learning options 
available for students who choose not to return to campus.

Will my child have to wear a mask or face covering on campus? 
Lauderdale County Schools will not require students to wear a mask or face covering, although it is a recommended 
strategy. 

Will the school take my child’s temperature daily?
No. The school district is asking parents to monitor the health of their child(ren) and watch for signs of COVlD-19. If 
a child has any of the symptoms, the child should stay home from school.

Can my child choose online, at-home learning and still participate in 
extracurricular activities like football or band?
Yes. Students choosing the online, at-home learning option may still participate in extracurricular activities, 
including band and football. 

What are some examples of things that may be different on campus?
The school district is taking measures to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 to the greatest extent possible. Due 
to the highly fluid situation we are facing, schools must be flexible. As a result, some day-to-day policies and 
procedures will be altered, such as the ones below:

■ Visitors, including parents, will only be allowed to enter the front office of the school for business matters. 
■ Visitors will not be allowed to eat lunch with students, make copies for teachers, assist with class 
   projects, etc.
■ Classrooms will be configured for social distancing to the greatest extent possible.
■ There will be no large group gatherings during school hours.

Please note: Even with mitigating strategies in place such as distancing, there will be times when 
students are near each other. Some tasks and movements will require proximities closer than six feet, 
such as passing in the hallway, riding a bus, or a teacher moving around for supervision. 

Will a school close if a student is diagnosed with COVID19?
Not necessarily. Once a case is confirmed, parents will be informed of possible exposure, but the public health 
department will be responsible for contact tracing.The school’s response will vary depending on several factors, 
including the extent of exposure and spread, but enhanced cleaning and sanitizing will take place.

My child has an IEP. Will he/she still receive instructional services if we 
choose the online, at-home learning option? 
Yes. Students who have a specfic learning plan (IEP, GEP, ELP or a 504 plan) will receive instructional services and 
accommodations in either learning environment.


